OPEN LETTER
REGARDING THE FUTURE DEPLOYMENT AND PROMOTION OF OUTDOOR LIGHTING WHICH IS
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE FIVE PRINCIPLES OF RESPONSIBLE OUTDOOR LIGHTING.
TO:
RUSKIN HARTLEY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INTERNATIONAL DARK-SKY ASSOCIATION
5049 E BROADWAY BLVD, #105
TUCSON AZ 85711

ANTONIO A. GARZA
PRESIDENT
ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY
120 WALL STREET FLOOR 17
NEW YORK NY 10005-4026

CHRISTINA HALFPENNY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/CEO
DESIGN LIGHTS CONSORTIUM
10 HIGH STREET, SUITE 10
MEDFORD MA 02155

JENNIFER SCANLON
PRESIDENT AND CEO
UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES (UL)
1057 AUGUSTANA DRIVE
NAPERVILLE, IL 60565

ANDRE LACROIX
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
INTERTEK (ETL)
801 TRAVIS STREET SUITE 1500
HOUSTON TX 77002

KEVIN J COSGRIFF
PRESIDENT AND CEO
NEMA (NATIONAL ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION)
1300 NORTH 17TH STREET SUITE 1900
ARLINGTON VA 22209

BERNARD J ERICSON
PRESIDENT
NCQLP (NATIONAL COUNCIL ON QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE LIGHTING PROFESSIONS)
PO BOX 142729
AUSTIN TX 78714-2729

TOM NABER
PRESIDENT AND CEO
NAED (NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTORS)
1181 CORPORATE LAKE DRIVE
ST LOUIS MO 63132

JIM JOHNSON
PRESIDENT/SECRETARY
NEMRA (NATIONAL ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVES ASSOCIATION)
1905 SOUTH NEW MARKET STREET SUITE 257
CARMEL IN 46032

CAROL MCGLOGAN
PRESIDENT AND CEO
ELECTRO FEDERATION CANADA
190 ATTWELL DRIVE SUITE 560
TORONTO ON M9W 6H8 CANADA

HOWARD P LEWIS
CHAIRMAN
NATIONAL LIGHTING BUREAU
1726-C GENERAL GEORGE PATTON DRIVE
BRENTWOOD TN 37076

SCOTT W MENDELSOHN
PRESIDENT
NALMCO (NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIGHTING MANAGEMENT COMPANIES)
1255 SW PRAIRIE TRAIL PARKWAY
ANKENY IA 50023-7068
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DAVID WEINSTEIN
PRESIDENT AND CEO
CSA GROUP
178 REXDALE BLVD
TORONTO ON M9W 1R3 CANADA

ERIC JACOBSON
PRESIDENT AND CEO
AMERICAN LIGHTING ASSOCIATION
2050 NORTH STEMMONS FREEWAY UNIT 100
DALLAS TX 75207-3206

BOB SMITH
PRESIDENT
IMARK GROUP
4201 NORTHVIEW DRIVE STE 303
BOWIE MARYLAND 20716

DOUGLAS LEONARD
PRESIDENT
IALD (INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIGHTING DESIGNERS)
440 NORTH WELLS STREET STE 210
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60654

Ladies and Gentlemen,

May 13, 2021

The National Association of Innovative Lighting Distributors (NAILD) represents electrical and lighting
distributors throughout the United States and the many Vendor members that supply them. Our
customers are contractors, electricians, handymen, corporations, small businesses, installers, and
end-users seeking quality electrical products and competent advice. Vendor Members are lighting
manufacturers who deliver products that our customers want and need. The NAILD Board of Directors,
Get a Grip Management and the members of NAILD are pleased to announce a new initiative in support
of the dark sky movement.
While all our members are ﬁerce competitors, we are aligned with a common interest in being
responsible to our communities by providing our customers with products, information, and education to
help our customers build safely and correctly, save energy, and preserve the environment. Recognizing
the beneﬁts of natural darkness, the impacts of wasted outdoor electric light, and the essential role that
our members can play in reducing light pollution, NAILD has created a Vendor Committee for the
Advancement and Promotion of Dark Skies. I am Chairman of the committee that includes members
from the lighting industry with decades of industry and lighting experience. In addition, I will be
supported by James Benya of Benya Burnett Consultancy who will serve as Honorary Co-Chair and
technical consultant. We conducted several meetings to review the 5 Principles of Responsible Outdoor
Lighting as set out by the IDA and IES and had discussions on ways to increase adoption and
application of those Principles. I am pleased to present the following ﬁndings of our initial Committee
meetings to you for review and consideration.1
1. NAILD recognizes that we play a signiﬁcant role in educating both the industry and the general public.
2. We take great pride in listening to our customers and catering to their requirements. Much of the new
product development by our vendors is a direct result of our feedback.
3. The most important thing is safety. To ensure this, all lighting products must meet UL standards
veriﬁed and listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) and must meet the many codes
and other standards that apply to each installation.
1

The ﬁndings are the Chairman’s summary, reviewed by the honorary Co-Chair and the President of NAILD and do not necessarily
represent the oﬃcial positions of the committee members or their employers.
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4. Compliance with DLC listing requirements is a standard of energy eﬃciency and to many of our
customers it is critical for obtaining eﬃciency incentives.
5. We provide product training to educate customers on the LED solutions meeting codes and standards
that are available to meet their needs. Often, we are the only source of training that many customers
receive.
6. We ensure warranty support for all our products through distributor members.
7. We furnish detailed product information and lighting calculation support such as .ies ﬁles for all our
luminaires when needed by the customer and feel that we have done our part in delivering products that
conform to the standards and expectations that lead our industry.
The challenge we face is that the current demand for products congruent with the 5 Principles is low. It
will take the cooperation of the entire industry, from product innovation through installation, to change
direction. Our Committee proposes to use NAILD’s unique position in the marketplace to develop
education and awareness among our customers and to bring to market products and services which
deliver on the 5 Principles. Our initial thoughts on how to gain our customers’ support and participation
include:
● Education should be simple, easily accessible, and segmented into products that are suitable for
various consumer types, from the general public and typical lighting distributors to those who work in
sensitive locations like the US National Parks. It should include but not be limited to infographics,
real-world examples, and a concise presentation.
● Focus the education primarily on human beneﬁts with speciﬁc reference to the adverse eﬀects of high
color temperature white light at night.
● Work together on a campaign confronting the misconceptions surrounding the balance between
electric light at night, natural darkness, and safety.
● Help develop on an ROI calculator that factors misused or wasted outdoor electric light.
● Help develop a tiered system addressing the application, zone, and the purpose of the light ﬁxtures.
We know there is a great beneﬁt to these concepts, including a possible increase in safety and security
by pursuing the restoration of natural darkness and responsible outdoor light. The dark sky movement is
also an opportunity to improve the natural environment that will also create revenue growth in the
industry. We present the recommendations as mentioned above in a spirit of goodwill with the hope that
we may realize the IDA’s vision “in which the night sky, ﬁlled with stars, is celebrated and protected
around the world as a shared heritage beneﬁtting all living things” in part because of our initiative and
eﬀorts. We look forward to working with the industry to achieve these goals, and coordinating our work
with the work of others to achieve the maximum impact and beneﬁt.
Please let me know how to best make this work.
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________________
James Benya
Honorary Co-Chairman

_____________________
Douglas Knebelsberger
Chairman and Director

_________________
Matthew Thesing
NAILD President

Responses to this letter should be sent to:
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INNOVATIVE LIGHTING DISTRIBUTORS (NAILD)
VENDOR COMMITTEE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND PROMOTION OF DARK SKIES
℅ GET A GRIP MANAGEMENT
2885 COUNTRY DRIVE SUITE 140
ST PAUL MN 55117
info@naild.org

Committee Members:

Brian Brandes,
Senior Vice President
Product Development
SATCO Products

Gregory Hermanowycz,
Director of Lighting Design,
Marketing & Pricing
Rab Lighting

Devin Wall
President
Louvers International

Joshua Brown,
EVP Distribution
Sales & Marketing
Evan Smith,
Director of Product Development
Keystone Technologies

David Gershaw,
Chief Innovation Oﬃcer
Light Eﬃcient Design

Jared Cornett
Product Manager
Horticulture &
Luminare Products
TCP
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