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November 18th, 2021 

Henry T Yang 

Chancellor UCSB 

5221 Cheadle Hall 

Santa Barbara CA 93106 

Dear Chancellor Yang, 

As the college of LEED Fellows, we are united in our objection to the proposed windowless design of 

UCSB Munger Hall dormitory. We believe that all housing facilities must provide residents with healthy 

environments which include a connection to the outdoors with daylight and quality views.  

The LEED green building rating system promotes not only low energy use in buildings, but also healthy 

environments for all occupants. The intent of LEED v4 credits for daylight and quality views are clearly 

described below: 

LEED V4 EQ Quality Views intent: “To give occupants a connection to the natural outdoor environment 

by providing quality views.”  

LEED V4 EQ Quality Views Daylight Intent: “To connect building occupants with the outdoors, reinforce 

circadian rhythms, and reduce the use of electrical lighting by introducing daylight into the space.” 

The WELL Building standard also promotes daylight and views in Feature 61 – Right to Light: 

“Proximity to windows, outdoor views and daylight in indoor spaces are some of the most sought-after 

elements of design. As such, buildings should utilize daylight as a primary source of lighting to the 

greatest extent possible.” 

Artificial simulation of daylight does not provide these benefits, resulting in an unhealthy environment. 

Both LEED and WELL have developed their standards based on rigorous review of existing evidence. 

Research has consistently shown that quality views reduce stress, anxiety, and improve cognitive 

functioni. A windowless dormitory could adversely affect the mental and physical health of UCSB 

students.  

The exceedingly dense, windowless design has also resulted in many other concerns, such as delayed 

evacuation during an emergency, lack of resiliency in case of an electricity outage, and complete 

dependance upon electricity for both ventilation and lighting. 

We strongly recommend that the proposed windowless design be rejected and replaced with a design 

where every student has access to natural daylight and quality views from every sleeping and living 

space. 

Regards from the college of LEED Fellows, 

Nancy Clanton, LEED Fellow, PE, FIALD, FIES, RMI Fellow 
Joyce S. Lee, LEED Fellow, FAIA, WELL AP 
Alan Scott, FAIA, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C, O+M, CEM, WELL AP 
___________________________ 
i For example, see research by S&R Kaplan, U Michigan; P Kahn, U Wash; WH Koo, UC Berkeley 
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Michelle Halle Stern, LEED Fellow, AIA, PE, WELL Faculty, Certified ToP Facilitator, DTM 
Peter Doo, LEED Fellow, FAIA, GGP, LBC Amb, ENV SP, NGBS Verifier 
Robyn Dowsey, LEED Fellow 
Jeff Ross-Bain, PE, LEED Fellow, MSc, BCxP, BEMP 
Len Sciarra, AIA, LEED ap+, ASHRAE 
John Zinner, LEED Fellow 
Nellie Reid, LEED Fellow 
Alicia Ravetto, FAIA, LEED Fellow, LEED AP, BD+C, WELL AP 
Mark Loeffler, IALD, MIES, LEED Fellow  
Helen J. Kessler, FAIA, LEED Fellow, WELL AP  
Sandra Leibowitz, AIA, LEED Fellow 
Rob Watson, LEED Fellow 
Dustin Davis, LEED Fellow 
Lauren M. Wallace, LEED Fellow, LFA, WELL AP, LEED Project Reviewer, WELL Faculty, Fitwel  
Chris Schaffner, PE, LEED Fellow 
Marc Mondor; AIA, LEED Fellow, USGBC Faculty, WELL AP 
Jason McLennan, LEED Fellow 
Linda Sorrento, FASID, LEED Fellow, IIDA 
Mary Ann Lazarus FAIA LEED Fellow 
Douglas M Brinkley FAIA, LEED Fellow 
Blake Jackson, AIA, LEED Fellow, WELL Faculty, Fitwel Amb., CPHC 
Jim Weiner, LEED Fellow 
Kimberly Hosken, LEED Fellow 
Z Smith, FAIA, LEED Fellow, WELL AP, Fitwel & Living Building Ambassador 
Vivian Loftness, LEED Fellow 
Kirk Teske, FAIA, LEED Fellow 
Alex Zimmerman, LEED Fellow Emeritus 
Eric Corey Freed, RA, LEED Fellow, EcoDistricts AP, LFA 
Paola Moschini, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C, ID+C, HOMES, WELL AP, RESET AP, LFA, Fitwel Ambassador 
Sue Clark, LEED Fellow, WELL AP Senior Sustainability Advisor 
Chris Pyke, Ph.D. UC Santa Barbara class of 2002 
Patty Lloyd, LEED Fellow, WELL AP, LFA 
Marni Evans, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C, SITES AP 
William Amann, P.E., DCEP, LEED FELLOW 
Kath Williams, LEED Fellow 
Christian E. Klehm, LEED® Fellow, LEED Reviewer 
Tate Walker AIA | LEED Fellow | WELL AP 
Steven Guttmann, PE, BCxP, LEED Fellow, UCSB alumni (Class of '83) 
Sara Neff, LEED Fellow 
Josée Lupien, LEED Fellow & WELL AP 
Aalok A. Deshmukh, LEED Fellow 
Thomas Nelson, AIA, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C 
Pamela Lippe, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C 
Ibrahim Kronfol, LEED Fellow, VMA, PMP 
Avneet Gujral, Assoc. AIA, FIIA, LEED Fellow,WELL AP 
Daniel A. Huard, LEED Fellow, WELL Faculty, WELL AP, PMP, LFA, ASHRAE CPMP, GGA, GGP, GPCP 
Erik Ring, PE , LEED Fellow 
Jennifer Berthelot-Jelovic, LEED Fellow 
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Theresa Lehman, LEED Fellow, LEED AP BD+C, ID+C, WELL AP, Fitwel Ambassador 
Elizabeth J. Heider FAIA LEED Fellow ENV SP 
Gail Vittori, LEED Fellow 


